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Agenda

• Comprehension questions (background 
building)

• 3 Types of comprehension questions

• Student responses

• Application 



Learning Objectives
Participants Will Be Able To…

• Explain why we ask students 
comprehension questions

• Name the 3 types of comprehension 
questions

• Work together to develop each of the 
different types of comprehension 

questions



Why Ask Questions 
During a Reading? 

• Skillful readers automatically ask 
themselves questions before, during, 

and after they read to aid their 
comprehension.

• When you model this process for 
students, you are encouraging them to 
use it when they read independently.



3 Types of Questions 

1. Literal 
2. Inferential
3. Evaluative 



Literal Questions 
• The answers to literal questions can be 

found in the text. They are directly stated. 

• We sometimes say this information is on the 
surface. 

• Examples: What is the main character's 
name? What happened in the story on that 
page?



Inferential Questions
• The answers to inferential questions can 

be found in the text too, but they are 
implied, not directly stated. 

• We often say the information is in 
between the lines or under the surface.

• Examples: Why did the main character 
shake her head? What do you think will 
happen next?



Evaluative Questions
• The answers to evaluative questions 

require information outside of the text. 

• We sometimes say the information is in 
your head or somewhere else.

• Examples: How are you similar to the 
main character? What was the author’s 
message in this book? 



Use what you know about your 
student to decide the frequency 
and types of questions you ask 

them.

Bloom’s Taxonomy



Student Responses
• Wait time is essential

• “Tell me more”

• Students need to use complete sentences 
when they respond to questions 

• Do not accept incomplete, fragmented or 
grammatically incorrect oral answers. Practice 
makes permanent!

• Listen for both language use and content



Your Turn!
1.Find a partner and read the book “Ants, 
Ants, and More Ants” together.

2. Write down 3 questions you might ask a 
student. Make sure you write 
• 1 literal question
• 1 inferential question
• 1 evaluative question

3. Be prepared to share out with the group.



LITERAL
The answers to literal questions can be found in the text. 
They are directly stated. On the surface. 
Examples: What is the main character's name? What 
happened in the story on that page?

INFERENTIAL
The answers to inferential questions can be found in the text 
too, but they are implied, not directly stated. In between the 
lines or under the surface.
Examples: Why did the main character shake her head? 
What do you think will happen next?

EVALUATIVE
The answers to evaluative questions require information 
outside of the text. In your head or somewhere else.
Examples: How are you similar to the main character? What 
was the author’s message in this book? 


